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ABSTRACT 


The purpose of this thesis is to supplement Inscriptiones 
Graecae VII by collecting all the inscriptions in the epichoric 
alphabet of Boeotia which have been published since the publica- 
tion of IG VII in 1892; these inscriptions as well as the early 
inscriptions from IG VII and other sources are examined in order 
to attempt to determine the dialect pattern within Boeotia as well 
as the links between Boeotian and other Greek dialects. 

Very few dialectal variations within Boeotia were dis- 
covered. They are confined to the use of the letter + at Thespiae 
and the use of the diphthongs ae, ae at Tanagra and Plataea. 

The Boeotian dialect was found to have isoglosses with 
either or both of the other two Aeolic dialects, Lesbian and 
Thessalian. There were also isoglosses with West Greek and North- 
west Greek. There is one Attic-Ionic and a few Arcado-Cyprian 
characteristics which cannot be attributed to nxotvyi influence 
at this early date. Other isoglosses are with various Doric 
dialects, thus reinforcing the West Greek characteristics of 
Boeotian. 

A historical reconstruction of the early dialect history 
of Boeotia was found to be all but impossible. At most, the local 
variations at Thespiae, Plataea and Tanagra may reflect the con- 


flict between the invading Boiotoi who took Thebes as their centre, 
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and the previous Boeotian inhabitants. There was insufficient 
evidence to prove an Ionic substratum for Boeotia. Although 
there are Aeolic isoglosses the case for an Aeolic substratum 
was found to be in doubt. The Aeolic element was most probably 
brought in by the invading Boiotoi along with the Northwest 


Greek element. 
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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


The inscriptions in the native or "epichoric"! alphabet of 
Boeotia will be examined in order to gain an understanding of the 
early dialect history of Boeotia. Since geographical boundaries 
are important in dialect formation, the topography of Boeotia will 
be examined. The history of the population movements to and from 
Boeotia is also of utmost importance in determining the elements 
of its dialect. Therefore the historical background of the 
Boeotians will be examined briefly with reference both to ancient 
and modern views. The epichoric inscriptions which have been pub- 
lished since Wilhelm Dittenberger published the seventh volume 
of Inscriptiones Graecze? in 1892 will be collected and examined 
together with the early inscriptions for IG VII and other sources. 
This examination will indicate the chief characteristics of the 


Boeotian dialect in the early period, including both the varia- 


pete 


c tions in the alphabet until the 
ame into use throughout Greece. See L. H. Jeffery, 
s c Greece (Oxford, 1961) (Henceforth 

Athens accepted the Ionic alphabet 
owed by 350 B.C. See Chapter IV n. 


Ionic alphabet c 
The Local Scripts of 12i 
Jeffery, The Local Scripts 
in 403 B.C. and Boeotia fol 
2 infra. 
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tions within Boeotia as well as the major Seoetaeseee between the 
dialect of Boeotia and the other Greek dialects. From these find- 
ings a historical reconstruction of the early dialect history of 


Boeotia will be attempted. 


aan isogloss is a line on a map enclosing areas with a 
common linguistic feature. Although an actual map is of little 
use in dealing with a situation previous to the historical migra- 
tions the principle is the same. The greater the number of iso- 
glosses between two areas, the greater is the connection between 
the two areas. See John Chadwick, "The Greek Dialects and Greek 
Pre-History'" Greece and Rome III, 2nd series (1956), p. 41. 


CHAPTER II 


TOPOGRAPHY OF BOEOTIA! 


A brief survey of the topography of Boeotia may indicate 
the areas of greatest population concentration within which some 
dialect peculiarities might be expected to develop. This survey 
will also show the areas which share an open frontier with Boeotia. 
Such frontiers, which furnish no natural barriers to mutual inter- 
change, are areas where reciprocal dialect influence might be 
expected. 

Boeotia is a land of plains and valleys broken up and en- 
circled by numerous mountains. It is approximately forty-five 
miles in breadth from east to west and twenty-five miles in length 
from north to south. Central and western Boeotia are the two 
major basins of Boeotia. Haliartus on the southern shore of Lake 
Copais occupies the pass between these two areas. 

The central basin of Boeotia contains the plain of Thebes 
in the north and the valley of the Asopus River in the south. 
Thebes lies in the center of these areas on the north side of a 


low range of hills extending from Thespiae at the foot of Mount 


bor the topography of Boeotia cf A. W. Gomme, "The 
topography of Boeotia and the Theories of M. Bérard," BSA XVIII 
(1911-12), pp. 189-210; W. M. Leake, Travels in Northern Greece 
(Amsterdam, 1967 reprint of London, 1835), II pp. 220-221; 
J. R. Frazer, Pausanias's Description of Greece (London, 1913), 
V pp. 1-212; J. B. Bury, History of Greece. (London, 3rd ed., 
1963),.p. 162. See Figs 1 p. 50 for a map of Boeotia. 
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Helicon in the west to Tanagra in the east. The northern limit of 
the plain of Thebes is dotted by mountains stretching from Lake 
Copais to the Euripus Channel. Plataea occupies a plateau at the 
base of Mount Cithaeron in the south overlooking the Asopus 
valley. The range of mountains including Mount Cithaeron and 
Mount Parnes provide the southern boundary of the Asopus valley as 
well as the border with Megara and Attica. At Tanagra the Asopus 
‘valley narrows and then widens out again as it extends into the 
northern tip of Attica near Oropus. 

The western Boeotian plain runs from southeast to north- 
west. The northern boundary of this plain is Lake Copais from 
Haliartus to Orchomenus together with the mountain range north of 
Orchomenus extending from the Cephisus River northeast into Locris. 
The southern boundary is a range of mountains parallel to the 
plain beginning with the slopes of Mount Helicon at Haliartus. 
Coronea, Lebadea and Chaeronea are the towns along this boundary 
of the plain. From Chaeronea and the Cephisus River the plain ex- 
een westward in an unbroken sweep to the foot of Mount Parnassus 
in Phocis. 

In northern Boeotia mountains separate the towns of 
Hyettus, Copae and Acraephia: from one another, from the west of 
Boeotia and from Locris in the north. The-port city of Anthedon 
in northeastern Boeotia is separated from the Theban plain by 
mountains and is cut off from Euboea by the Euboic Gulf. Farther 


south, however, the crossing from Boeotia to Euboea is only 150- 
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200 feet Bide Euboea thus has ready access both to the plain 
north of Tanagra and to the Theban plain. 

The Gulf of Corinth provides a natural boundary at the 
western corner of Boeotia's southern aie Along this southern 
boundary lie the cities of Thisbe, Corsiae and Siphae which all 
have access to Thespiae by a narrow valley. Goods were exported 
and imported through these port cities but they are not likely to 
have been of any great size. 

From this topographical survey four distinct areas within 
Boeotia are apparent. The two chief areas are the central basin, 
which includes both the Theban plain and the Asopus valley, and 
the western plain. Northern and southern Boeotia make up the 
other two areas. It is seen that Boeotia had close contact with 
Phocis in the west and with northern Attica near Oropus in the 
east. There was also access in the east to Euboea ere of the 
narrow Euripus Channel. Therefore, despite Boeotia's small size, 
some dialect differentiation might be expected to have taken place 
in the two major basins of Boeotia as well as at its eastern and 
western fringes. Some dialect peculiarities might also be expec- 
ted in the relatively isolated northern and southern regions of 


Boeotia. 


Su. Maeake. op, Clim (Nee al), app. 2o7,0 2017 


Str A. Heurtley, "Notes on the Harbours of S. Boeotia," 
BSA XXVI (1923-25), pp. 38-45. 
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CHAPTER III 


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Although the topography of a country might dictate where 
dialect peculiarities are likely to be found, there are other 
_important factors involved in dialect development. Two of these 
factors are the movements of population to and from an area, and 
the area's early political alignment. Therefore the historical 
accounts of the early population movements to and from Boeotia as 
well as its early political condition will be examined in order to 
determine what is known about the early dialect history of Boeotia. 
Since the early history of Boeotia is drawn largely from legendary 
material the views of a few modern scholars will be set out and 
examined along with the more important ancient Greek sources. 

Thucydides says that the Rolecol. were inhabitants of 
.Arne in Thessaly driven out by the Thessalians sixty years after 
the Trojan psy The Boiotoi invaded Boeotia from the northwest, 
capturing Chaeronea elena The numerous conflicts between Thebes 
Tanagra, Plataea, Thespiae and Coronea are understood by 


Wilamowitz and Buttenweiser as the last attempt by the previous 
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Boeotian inhabitants to retain their iano They consider the 
legendary struggles between Cadmus and the Minyans as the mytho- 
logical reflection of the wars conducted by the incoming Boeotians 
from Thebes with the native echoment dass Thebes and Orchomenus, 
then, were the two most powerful political centers in Boeotia with 
Thebes gaining control from about the seventh century when 
Orchomenus was defeated. Orchomenus was evidently the last city 
to maintain its independence since ene has the Minyans from 
Orchomenus and Aspledon separated from the rest of the Boeotians 
in his catalogue of ships. However, there is also evidence that 
Plataea held out for a long time against the Banoeiana a 

Now what dialect did the invading Boiotoi speak and what 
dialect was spoken in Boeotia before the Boiotoi arrived? It is 
generally recognized that the Boeotian dialect is basically Aeolic 
with a heavy admixture of Northwest eee Hence it has gener- 
ally been held that the Northwest Greek element was introduced by 
the invading Boiotoi from Arne and super-imposed upon an Aeolic 


dialect in Boeotia. Thucydides lends support to the view that 


rs 


M. Buttenweiser, "Zur Geschichte des bdotischen Dialekts," 


Indogermanische Forschungen XXVIII (1911), p. 1. (Henceforth 
Buttenweiser) 

"rbid, p- 2. 

°rliad 11, 11. 494-516. 

I higydides jt a 


a, D. Buck, The Greek Dialects” (Chicago, 1955), pp. 4f., 
152£. (Henceforth Buck, GD) 
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Boeotia was formerly Keatic Thus Wilamowitz explains his Ionic 
but non-Attic "survival folk" of Oropus as arising from Eretrian 
(Ionic) influence on a former West Greek (or Aeolic) dialecee 
Similarly Buttenweiser believed that those parts of Boeotia which 
fall to the invading Boiotoi first should reflect the Boeotian (or 
Northwest Greek) dialect most faithfully while those parts which 
kept their autonomy the longest should reflect Aeolic more faith- 
catty = Other writers hypothesized Ionic in east Boeotia and 
Aeolic in west Syanelew + Chadwick presents a somewhat different 
picture. we attempted to show that most Attic-Ionic changes are 
relatively late innovations and brings Ionic into a closer rela- 
tionship with Arcado-Cyprian than had previously been done. 
Aeolic, Chadwick conjectures, may be a transitional dialect which 
about 1200 B.C. acted as a buffer between the Dorians (West Greek) 
in the north and the Myceneans (East Greek) in the south. About 
1000 B.C. the Mycenean dialect (or Proto-Arcadian-Cyprian) came 


-under Dorian influence and developed into Attic-Ionic where this 


Dorian influence was exerted for only a short time. The Aeolic 
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aM Thumb, Handbuch der griechischen Dialekte (Heidelberg, 
1932, 1959), I (rev. Kiechers), p. 68; II (rev. Scherer), pp. 15, 


Be Lee. 


13 john Chadwick, "The Greek Dialects and Greek Pre-History" 
Creece and Rome III, 2nd series (1956), pp. 38-50. 
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buffer zone then could have included Boeotia, or the Mycenean dia- 
lect may have extended as far north as Boeotia. If the latter 
were the case then whether Boeotia developed an Ionic or Aeolic 
differentiation would depend on the extent of the Dorian influence 
in Boeotia. Chadwick does not state which pre-Boiotoi dialect he 
prefers for Boeotia. R. J. poco on the other hand, attacks the 
view of an Aeolic substratum in Boeotia and puts up a strong argu- 
ment for Ionic being the ancestral form of speech in Central 
Greece. He argues that it is an unproved assumption that the in- 
vading Boiotoi from Thessaly spoke only a northwest dialect which 
they superimposed on a previously Aeolic Boeotia. Aeolic could 
have been introduced along with the Northwest Greek element. In 
fact, although Boeotia was sometimes considered Aeolic by the 
ancients it was also spoken of as Ionic. Teena for example 
says that the Ionians once inhabited the area around Thebes. The 
Ionian inhabitantsof Boeotia were expelled to Euboea and Attica. 
Thus the non-Attic Ionian dialect of Oropus does not have to be 
accounted for in the way Wilamowitz did but is clearly a remnant 
of the Ionic speech of all Boeotia. The Ionians who were not ex- 
pelled were absorbed by the Northwest Greek - Aeolic Boiotoi. A 


few traces, in fact, remain such as the isogloss with Attic and 


eae J. Buck, "The Aeolic Dialect in Boeotia," Classical 
Philology LXIII, (1968), pp. 268-280. 


Ldrerodotus V. 57-61. 
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Euboean " -tt- for original “4b=- or -Xt~- instead of the usual 
-~ 


-~co-," LO If Buck is correct then Buttenweiser's argument should 
be revised. Those cities which held out the longest, such as 
Orchomenus and Plataea, should show more Ionic characteristics 
while the first cities to succumb to the invading Boiotoi should 
exhibit more Northwest Greek - Aeolic characteristics. 

Nothing can be decided in favor of one view or the other 
until the early dialects of Boeotia have been examined. Butten- 
weiser considers it likely for the Boeotian dialect to contain 
differences as marked as between Thessaliotis and Pelasgiotis in 
Thessaly if only there were enough old inscriptions from different 
parts of Boeotia. Although the evidence in the early period is 
still scanty, more than one hundred early inscriptions have come 
to light since Buttenweiser published her article. In the next 
few chapters these early inscriptions will be collected and 
examined together with the early inscriptions previously published 


in IG VII. Such an examination may help to extablish a clearer 


picture of the early dialect history of Boeotia. 
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CHAPTER IV 


COLLECTION OF INSCRIPTIONS! 


The inscriptions from Boeotia dated approximately 400 B.C. 
and earlier which have been published since the publication of IG 
VII in 1892 are collected here. The criterion used for dating the 
inscriptions has been their use of the epichoric alphabet. Hence 
it is apparent that some inscriptions may be a number of decades 
later than 400 B.C. since the introduction of Ionic lettering into 
Boeotia apparently postdated its introduction into Athens in 403 

2 


Pon. The order of cities followed is that of IG VII. For 


inscription only the major source is given to which the reader 


may refer for the other sources. The abbreviations employed 
are those found in the Oxford Classical Dictbnary. The Ionic 


alphabet has been used to transcribe the inscriptions with a 

few exceptions. These exceptions are: the letters E and O are 
transcribed € and o respectively when they represent long vowels; 
the spiritus asper is transcribed H when it is included in the 
original, leaving the use of ‘as a matter of editing; a few 


letters occur which are not found in the Ionic alphabet such as 


Isee Appendix A for an Index to the inscriptions. 


2Buck, GD, p. 19; P.M. Fraser and T. Rdnne, Boeotian and 
West Greek Tombstones (Lund, 1957), p. 36 n. 11, give a terminus 
ante quem of 350 B.C. for the epichoric alphabet in Boeotia. 
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koppa (9 ) and the letter - which represents a sound mid-way 


between E and I and is confined to the Boeotian dialect. The 


accents are of course also a matter of editing. The following 


epigraphical symbols are to be notedms 


a 


(3) 


1-23 


a (etc.) uncertain or incomplete 
letter omitted in error 
letter included in error 
letter(s) restored by editors 
two (etc.) létters lost 
about 5 (etc.) letters lost 
unknown number of letters lost 


start of a new line on the stone (metal, clay, etc.) 


I. Tanagra 


XIX 349 a-y. Gravestones of the 6th/5th century B.C. 


SEG XIX 349 a "Ent Acotper 
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Ibid. f 
Ibid. g 
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"Ent AavoBotar 
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Et 
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bye 
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J the symbols used are from Buck, GD, p. Looe Lis 
Jeffery, The Local Scripts, Xx. 
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24-33 


24. 


25% 


ZO. 
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Eo 


oka: ih 
Ibid. j 
Ibid. k 
Boas, £ 
Ibid. m 
Ibid. n 
Ibid. p 
Ibid. q 
Ibid. r 
Ibid. s 
Ebpds et 
Ibid. u 
Tbids v 
Ibid. w 
Ibid. x 


Ibid. y 


SEG XIX 350 a-k. 


SEG XIX 350 a 
Lbad ib 
Lbiay (c 


Ibid. d 


Ibid. e Boustrophedon 
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Uncertain fragments. 
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29. Ibid. f£ » EIA 
30. Ibid. g > 5 GT sie 
| < GEM 
Bi. Ibid. h | Boaveos 
TAI 
32. Ibid. j MI 
G63728 Tbidtitk oe Qt Sou 


34-35 SEG II 188-189. Gravestones of men who died in the battle of 
Delium, 424 B.C. 
Ba. SEGOITIISS. Kotpavoc 


Bos) lbid. 189. Lavyévec 


36. SEG XXII 375. Gravestone. of the 6th/Sth century B.C. 
Another name is read under the name Meneclis of IG VII 644. 
(cf SEG XIX 342.) 
CHleyeotac 
37. SEG XV 316. New reading of IG VII 3501. 6th/5th century B.C. 
(nlatdec eCnoteclav pve! evocole] TATU 


Bavovte rléJelolvis yoevlav Hunootvayv te coor 
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38. SEG XIX 336. New reading of IG VII 579. 


600/576 B.C. Aéppv(v) 


39-44 SEG XIX 337. New readings for IG VII 585. 
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40. I¢ Moéptxolc] 
41% Il, "ATLOpLVacTtTOC 
42. III, Darypic 

43". IV, Layveuvt 6a 
44, IV, BuAta 


45-58 SEG XIX 338-348. 6th/5th century B.C. Better readings of 


stones already in IG VII. 


epee seGexIX 338; IGiVIP 597: CH] (v)antEevolc] 
46. EDL G09 s Tpit. e Ole vacat XOE 
ade, Toid. 340; Ibid. 612. the letter A is inscribed on the 


bottom of the stone. 


See ibid. 6540; Thidv’ i614, 6752 “avigliuudya 


pee Lbid. 342); Ibid. 644. Me[vléurec 
Se pid. 343; Abid ee00 3 "OAbuRLXOC 
tee LD id  3445 Ibid. 670. XOLPoee 
oer. 349; Ibid. 674. MevégvaAoc 
Soa tora... 346; Tbidell33.. MiuxvaAtva 


5a, bird. 347; Ibid. 3503. ‘Ent Peyovoar 
a0. Ibid. 348; Tbid eos. There is nothing for certain 
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II. Plataea 


1. W. Peek, Hermes LXXII (1951), 232 f£. New reading of IG VII 


1670." 
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(Tlerodpevoc Pubé5ac ual ------------- 

After the “al he believes there is another name; for oT&oav 


id dl 


ovvétarpot he also prefers oOTECaVTO p’ ATMAPXEV. 


III. Thespiae 


Mee otG AV 324, oth century B.C. 


CHuleopa L’Agplolbitlec Oconta 
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2-20 SEG XIX 352 a-u. Gravestones in the epichoric alphabet. 


ree SEGUXLX 352 a [’AJnoArd8Loploc 
ae Ibid. b Attipoc 
ere tbid-ac Aapoba&AEc 
pee Lid. d [Alapoobévec 
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ieee lod. of "ETEapKXOC 
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vee tpida hi Evyevtoac 
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Wook: Pritenett, A. J2 Arch. “Lal (1957), p. 1O dates 
this inscription as well as IG VII 1671 in the 5th century B.C. 
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Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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SEG ALX 359 a-C. 
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Gravestones in the epichoric alphabet. 
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39-53 SEG XIX 354 a-q. Gravestones in the epichoric alphabet. 


39. Ibid. 354a "Adopt voc 

40. Ibid. b "Avyedéa 

Gis ibid. c beat ie or AavrAtlc] 
42. Ibid. d Avdbopoc 

43. Ibid. e *EndAnec 
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54-57 SEG XIX 355 a-d. Gravestones in the epichoric alphabet. 
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Gravestones of the 5th century B.C. 
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es H. Goldman, Excavations at er leave ance Mass., 
1931), p. 237. An inscribed crater rim with letters charac- 


teristicror 550/500 Bic. ’ 
Ctlod XapvéSad epe 


fo Ibid. p. 282 no. 3. A gravestone with letters characteris- 


PECEeOLt Cs JU00 BAG 
KpvitoAaoe 


74-76 New readings of IG VII 1880. 

74. SEG XV 325. Friedlander reads Orvyél dar not "OrxLyveLt Moat; 
W. Peek contends that Friedlander should have read “OcOtdoc, 
éCv] inplinesfour. 

f>; Wilhelm Bannier, B. Phil. Woch XXXVII (1917), p. 1443 corrects 
the reading of the first lines to: 

yvap’ *Enodryet| oq p’ 6 ertae E|néGene Bavéov] ti. 
reyes E. Loch, B. Phil Woch. XXXVIII (1918), p. 167f£. disagrees 


with Bannier's reading and prefers the reading: pvap’ ete 


"OAvvet loa, pp’ oO Pree [2]|néeeue Cavov]tr ’OatAoc, ot 
névOo0c G&xevi dnopBluevoc. 

p.- 979£. Bannier argues for his reading of the first line 
and in addition says that the reading of bu in the second 
line should be Sc. The best reading from 75. and 76. is 
then: pvap’ én’ "OrALyélbar wp’ 6 Cee [é]| né0cne 


Bavovilty *Oac8froc, Sc névOoc SExev| dnopOtpevoc. 


"16 VII has been followed by including Eutresis in the 
territory of Thespiae. 
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78-81 SEG XIX 356. 


78. 


rie 


80. 


81. 


1-2 


SEG II 251. G. P. Oikonomos has a new reading of IG VII 


1890. In line one he reads: ’Ay&Oove 


tions published in SEG II. 


Toi de $3564; SSEGoTIs 1 96. [KA]Jerav6voc 

Ebidend: (bid. +217. "Onwartov 

iMet Webs $25 Mbyte berar dé D, navéooc 

bide ml bidsee 2. "OALUpI nt ya 
IV. Thisbe 


SEG 1LIl_3/2.. Av archaic inscription on ,the yrim ofea 


cotylus. 
> 
Topytvrdc eve, 6 xdtvAOG uaAde uLadrlo 


A. Plassart gives new readings for inscrip- 
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SEG XV 327. W. Peek gives a new reading of IG VII 2247, the 


first line. (2244) 


Bdvec ptrolc évodbe nettar] 


V. Thebes 


SEGSLI 57 ety Gravestones of 450/400 B.C. 
SEG Tia187a Mvécov 


Ibid. b *Pivyov 


| a en» 
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4-5 


ou 


SEG XVI 305. A fragment found in the museum of Thebes. 


e, 590/75 B.C. Rtlovatoo tone 


SEG XVII 217 a-b. Gravestones. 
SEG XVLE 217a Fapttac 
Ibid. b *Ext KAXevotar 


SEG XXII 417. 6th century B.C. 


[’AndAAOvIt Hrowlevtor----] 


Beaehichier, GloetaiXVITT p. lf. 6thy/thycentnry, Bec] = A 
cryballos bearing the signature of a potter. 


“aa ’ b] * Sled 
@f0c v ENOLPEOE 


Jeuendat. Robert, Rev. Ft. Grec.XLVII (1934), pp. 226-227. 
447 ee 
[’AndAAOvE] Hropeviolry] | Coéulus &Lolyovtoc ~ 


(Kopolvetec avébevay 


Dom Robinson, A.wJ.vArch. aLVC (1952), pp. 180=to2 5A 


bronze vase of the 5th century B.C. with the inscription: 


tov OeParc aCOAOV 


Onnis date is given by G. de Sanctis, Riv. Fil. LX (1932), 
424f. 
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10. Jelbtery, Ihe Local Scripts, pp:"94) "402" no. 1. <A bronze 


statuette of a warrior. 700-675 B.C. 
MéivtunAoc p’ avédene FexaBoror apyYvpoToOXaoL 


TAC <6>6é|uatac® th be BolRe Bibor Yap upettay dpotrlav] 


11-14 SEG II 190£. Gravestones with letters of the 6th century. 


DAG. 
Pi. SEG IT 190. "Ent WoAvyadppop 
fo eeebids 91. efeee : Dddolv] 
Pormeerepid. 192. Oprpovbac 
PeteeLoids 214: Sprxuptolv] 


15-23 SEG II 193f. Gravestones with letters of the 5th century 


BG. 
forget bid. 193% Modkutipt 6ac 
16) Ibid. 1942. Aoptoy 
Pewee ibid. 3195. "Epotttxa 
Popa cbid. 197. "Onovdbac | SAvduvOC 
19. ibid. 200. KéAAbc or KadAtc 
ROw es Lbid, 6203. haplaars 
Pleweyibid. 5209. "Aoxtvoc | Husottaretc 
alee ibid. 212; MaoturAera 
23. Ibid. 216. *Av6ponAct bac 


24-32 Wilhelm Vollgraff, BCH XXV (1901), p. 364 no. 6f. Gravestones 


in the epichoric alphabet. 
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SUS 
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OL. 


53. 


Ibid. NunxapéLtla 
pide no e226 Kovéunnt 6a 
ibhidvanoars. EVAGY OV 
Ibid.) nods Kaptoa 

i DiLdge noted 05 AcEuntbac 
dbid.tno. dls *Auwapéta 
Did .2m10 .Pil2 Kaptoa 
eDidsd ps e 3055 nosed 3s Tee 
Told no ek )6 4 Mtya 


Ibid. p. 363. A new reading of IG VII 2452. 


Huapdov | Tdéc Manatpale Terecopdpo 


VI. Acraephia 


SEG I 143. An inscription in epichoric lettering found in 
the temple of Apollo Ptoon. 


Hac Kvon[tovoc natle Edavv’ Holpovupoc] 


SEG II 185. An inscription on a gravestone with a warning. 


MeEvAActo | Evtic | vacant 18 cm. | d&pvav | 


Re dpéne’ || (Talula | Cuplude | Cavle 
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Boand-l.- Robert, Rev. Et. Grec. LIII C1940), pee ble non ore 


give the reading by P. Teyssier and L. Bizard of the first 


two lines of the preceding inscription. 
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s 


pe EvaAdrketo éevtéc 
Teyasies and E. Bourguet understand this to mean te EvAXEYou 
with the passage of gamma to yod. Teyssier translates it as 
follows: "ne rammasse pas de bois 4 l'intérieur." This is an 
attractive reading for two reasons: 1) The Boeotian dialect, 
as in the Tanagrean poetess Corinna and in Aristophanes' 
imitations, does occasionally substitute iota for bam? 


2) If MeEvAdketo is a name, the etymology is uncertain. 


4. SEG XXII 428. Dedicatory inscription of the 6th Conturyven. Gs 
b] 
vpayov &véGexe tonlLorove tor Mtovet] 


™) 


5. Ibid. 430. 6th/5th century B.C. 
ee a eS &oxovtoc "AUPALPLEEc 


CavéGevav] tot Hépou tot Mtovtoru 


6-15 P. Guillon, Les trepieds du_ Ptoion. (Paris, 1943), Appendix 
II, p. 54£. Dedicatory inscriptions on columns. | 
poe ibid nor 1 sy Middie op*the*6th century BYC% 
Eepove 6a othe Be tO. HEpou toe Tee T aT 
"Aupiprec avédeav 
*Aupvtptec should perhaps be emended to ’Aup(a)ipréc. 


Pence GD, p. 59 no. O22) Js 
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Mae epee, NO a5. eCae O00" BV Ce 
[ -name- ] &pyovtog  vacat 

Ibid. no. 4. c. 500 B.C. 
(---H]épolv----- J 

DEdeenGs 2 oc. A008B.C, 


[---’Anparyuileec dvésevav 


erie 70. 0%. 4507500 B.C. 

[ -name- &]pyovtoc wie Gol TRE VERE 

[t6u Hépou tot neovlot OvEBELaY 
EbiaGs pp. 95-56; no, 72> cy "45058 Cr tAwnewereading "or -LG*VIL 
2734. fe BO ren eee Hépou neBeROEl 
Guillon regards the dative plural ending coot as a mistake 
of the engraver because all extant examples of this word are 
in the nominative. However an expression such as [ -name(s)- 
dvéSevav ev am tla OE oR GO could be used for dedication at 
the temple by non-residents of Acraephia. 
Tbidaenowes, ©425/400°B.C. 

[ -name- &pyolvtoc omen heso ames 
Lbtd. Spee o. Dewees 450, BC; 

[ -name-&pyJov£tloc ---------- 
Ibid. no. 10. Only the letter A of an inscription which 
could pertain to the same column as the two preceding frag- 
ments. 


Ibid. no. 11. Only the letters Of which could belong to 12 


or 13 supra. 
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16-17 2020 -F Pper575* 58% Dedicatory inscriptions in the epichoric 
alphabet on other than columns. 

16. Ibid. p. 57 no. 1. 
[t6t Hépow toe release 
Beto. Veco avéGeav 
[ -name- ] Ypyovtoc 

17. Ibid. p. 58 no. 2. 
Mulplt6a0 &pyovtoc setae bit ase davéesetlLaly Ct]du 
Teen: Hlépou ] 

18. Ibid. p. 47, no. 1. 500/450 B.C. Signature of an artist. 


F dees d 
TUNLOV SROLEGE 


19. Buck, GD, 37, p. 227. c. 550/525 B.C. An epigram of four 
hexameter verses inscribed boustrophedon on a small tile 
which is broken at the bottom. 

Kah pov Kyahpa Fovauty FlenaBoror ’AndAove 

---Joptéac motrece uw’ ’Eyéotpotoc. avtap enepgoav 

Lote SS ee ee Sa Jov NMtovere 

TOC TD Favayc, yegtrAayoo, St60r 6’ adp(e)tév Cte nat 
SABov ] 

20. Holleaux, BCH X (1886), pp. 269f£. and XI (1187), pp. 275f, 
283. A dedication inscribed boustrophedon on a kouros. 
e200 B.C. 
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pues aude Perdrizet .~ BCH XX? 1s( 1898 ).0 pp. 2 oot. 
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24. 


Zo 


12 


the epichoric alphabet. 


rao 23) No.5 [er Jé50p0c¢ 
TDiCGseu0.) 0, Xaponte 
Thidsono. 6. Mpoféva 
SRN Me oe aT Ay eyed hi Mdéooc 
Teidseno. 1 24 Avoupévelc] 


VIL. Haliartus 


Gravestones in 


R. P. Austin, BSA XXVIII (1926-27), pp. 134f. Gravestones 


of about 500/450 B.C. 


LDPE. eis 6L 54 NO. BL “APLOTOV 


Fide. el 3. eC 2. 


Peni sard.) BCH XXIxX GL903) ps LO Zenoss. 


the epichoric alphabet. 


J. Jannoray, BCH LXIV-LXV (1940-41), p. 55. 


inscription 


"OpatAoxoc 


VIII. Lebadea 


of the 5th century B.C. 


*AnOAAOL VEL 


[Klapycdbopolc] 
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Dedicatory 
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IX. Inscriptions of Uncertain Boeotian Origin 


SEG XXII 404. Dedicatory inscription of the 5th century B.C. 
It is possibly from Thespiae. 
> Lotipa advé6ene *AndAove tAatUTOXGOL Tav TLpav 
ak sys ae (either énvOeltc] or éntOelcl]) 
—TTAtcC xatonLabe udpaLc. 
lea ed42b. 7 fo s0EBaC, 

GCot---- 
Jereot yy. [he Localaocri pcs, p. 94,)9n0e DS. O2e-0008n5G. AD 
fragment of a lebes which comes from Thebes agae cai te to 
Jeffery and from Tanagra according to Buck, GD, 38, p. 228. 
Acpobépec | Hiapdov ’Anddovoc Ka pvHeryo 
According to Jeffery the name Acpodépec is in Euboic 


lettering and dialect. 
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CHAPTER V 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BOEOTIAN DIALECT AND script! 


A. The Epichoric Alphabet .2 
Ls Boeotian usually has ¥ for X but there are examples of X 
(IG VII? 638, 1947, 3148) and + (617, 2577). The last two 
letters are characteristic of the Attic, Ionic and Doric 


alphabets. 


2.) inerletter = is usually Yo > +2 5 X and -- but there 
are also examples of £ (2591, 24275; VI 23°) which is a letter 
form characteristic of the Ionic, Corinthian and Argive 


alphabets. 


oi The letter +} which is a compromise between E and I is 
confined to Boeotia. There are ten examples from Thespiae and 


one example from Thebes (2456). 


Bb; Aeolic Characteristics in Common with Lesbian and Thessalian. 


(B4 is also Delphian, Pamphylian, Locrian and Elean; B5 is also 


IMore than 80% of the early inscriptions come from Tanagra, 
Thespiae and Thebes. With the exception of Al-2, B2 and E/7/ the 
examples cited for each section exhaust the data. 


2See Jeffery, The Local Scripts; Buck, GD, pp. 17-19. 


3unless otherwise indicated, the inscriptions are from 
IG VII. ) 


“this reference is to chap. IV sec. VI no. 23. Henceforth 
this system will be employed for citations from chap. IV. 
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Arcado-Cyprian)” 
1. Labial instead of a dental. 
Tanagra: Behpic 619 (Acdkytc); MekeZevic 654, NetrAcuptta 


I 5/7 (=Tethe-); Setadrdc 664 (@etardc). 


2. Patronymic adjective instead of the genitive singular of 

the father's name. 

Thebes: (Falotftac Wrst AAvolo) 2427, , Mévver Avotétiloc] 
24274, ’Onordbac | DAvduvoe v 18. 

The adjective occurs instead of a genitive in other usages. 

Thisbe: Topyflvuic ay, 6 udtvAOG HaAdc uLadAlo IV 1. 

When the name itself is a patronymic form in -6ac the genitive 

is regularly used. 

Plataea: Topy(6ad a 1685 


> 
Thespiae: [tlot XapréSao epé LII 81. 


Thebes: Atvotac KArbaplb6alo] a 


3% OE =PL 
Acraephia: Avoupévelc] VI 25% 
4. Dative plural of consonant stems ~€00b. 


oe 


Acraephia: ([---’Axplavyvecoor VI II, 2734. 
5. po =oea 


Tanagra: . ’Epdtevolc]: 3507; but "Epdtov 585 IIT. 


Thespiae: BpdxvaAdolc] 1908 ; KakAtotpotocg 1888 eg, ig; 


Or the linguistic features in sections B-F I have used 


Buck, GD, esp. pp. 147-154; F. Bechtel, Die riechischen Dialekte 
(Berlin, 1963) I, pp- 215-311. 


fo 
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Thebes: Nuxootpdotlroc] 2427 , Nodktootpota 2572, LootyBpotoc 
2574(a) , ’Epotfov 3624 , "Epotttya V 17. 


Acraephia: ’Exyéotpotoc VI 19. 


Characteristics in Common with Thessalian 
1. @Oe0Totocg instead of Oced8o0to0c, etc. 
Tanagra: @Oc6Totoc 585 III, .- 
Thebes:  Avotédtrloc] 24274. 


Acraephia: Oevdchotoc 2733. 


West Greek and Northwest Greek Characteristics 
RS t for Oe 
Origin uncertain: 6{6o0tt ( for dt6wor), Evtpettyavtoc (for 


Ettpnotc) 3467. 


2) <tapdoc = tepdc. 
Thespiae: fapdcq III 61; tepdc III 1, 71. 
Thebes: fapdc 2452 (V 33), Jeffery, The Local Scripts, p. 402 no. 


Acraephia: tapdc 2735. 


BY) “Apiaurc = “Apteitic. 


Tanagra: ‘'Aoté&urdoc 546. 


4. np&toc = TMPWTOG. 


Thebes: Wpatddaoc 3599, Mpatdxapucg 3661. 
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In common with Various Other Dialects 

1. I from E before vowels. Lesbian, Thessalian, Areadian, 
Cyprian, Cretan, Laconian, Heraclean, Argolic, Corinthian. 
a) e=E 

Tanagra: *Auivouréec 585 IIIs @cdZotoc 585 III , 


15 
Fuoonrhéec 585 IV_., Tupact6ceoc 662. 


10 

Thespiae: ‘Apgturea 1898, [H]u(n)noxdréec 1904, KXEov 
1889, , KAcév[ exo] 1889), , "AvyeSéa III.40 , 
"Evudéelc] III 6, Avoéa III.54 [N]umondéec 
TTTeZ33 

Thisbe: 6e0tc 2229. 

Thebes: Ocayévec 2563 , Gconutibuc 2566, avédeav 2455. 

Acraephia: avéGeav VI 6, 16. 

Coronea: Mvaor6éa 2991. 

Lebadea: @cayévec 3130 , Oconl[A---] 3086. 

bye SRL 

Tanagra: [C’AlpervdnArAcra 590, Sevrtotolc] 3511 Gevertot, 1a55: 

Plataea: ‘’Entyévera 1696, dvéOerav 1671. 

Thespiae: [Aal]poOdAcra 1909, Fevapivoc 1919, [K]Accobévera 
1928 , advé8evav III 60. 

Thebes: Avtoxupadtera 25553 Oeroytta 2565 ; Kp&teva 3599(a) ; 

MaclurAera 2571, V 22; avéGerav V 8. 


Acraephia: @erdcb0toc 2733; dvéServav VI 9, 10, 17. 


Orchomenus: &véBetav Jeffery, The Local Scripts, pp. 95, 402 no. 


c) c=}. 


i _ RESET. BE 
4 ‘= ' ie 7 j : 
= = me 

ae A aIGSD . O11; wal suet Dann a 


| - 
‘ re = 7 
. i ts 
‘ ‘Bes 
: / , ee 
ee oe Se sur Sak bi 8a 
ee | ' ao. . 
Ove a i re ey Nx 2 che a “a 
/ > “a i fF we! 
2 = lonm | » bee ch: 
Vo NAG A <9 eCey an et ae aNGROT 
+ y 
, O8.1FI os fa: an m vat Toes Ty Bere 
* ; eo 
Signo wst A) AZ: 111 gS eee 
é Pa } hil é é 1¥ 
i] { —— 
< 


22 2 zervovae , [rte 363 oe her esa 
j ; “7 v vive 


pase yoRor a 


maavSlosghiAd ,eIe! nov 


' iF 


gasat BOE kaGostls 
j 4 ei : hte : 


| : ¥ ba ey. oye * . ; 


aN war stivs rie ay 
a = 
vu O12 IN saan iob eit Es ti “27 


34 


Thespiae; "ApPELMAKEC, NoAundfec, Mpoudtec, KArevévec 1888a,, 
boy £754) 3 “Angfa IIT 35; EdtéApa IIT 12; 
Mpourfec 1943. 

Gyre crea. 

Tanagra: Henndudva 637, OvdxudAra I 13, Svopvdota 6315, 
O@rvotéAra 632. 

Thespiae: Medd&vOv0c 1933, III 62 (III 78 )s5ooNvetea1 938. 

Thebes: ’Epotfov 3634, Ovoyévetoc 2427, 4 Avotac 2427). 

Haliartus.:., KevA\ta .,2852. 

Coronea: O.rayévya 2891. 

Lebadea: [Mpoxdfeoc 3117. 

Orchomenus: --~vourAfec 3228. 

Chaeronea: EvE{S8t0c 3435. 


Cd 


Anthedon: ®Otoyitto 4180. 


2. %X from Tk and Oye Cretan. 

Tanagra: ®e(t)tardc 664 (for Gecoaddc) 

A dental +o should give the same <pewene” However Tereoo~dpo 
2452 (Thebes) and éxntehécavt, 1794 (Thespiae) are notable 
exceptions. The former with oo is characteristic of most dia- 
lects while the latter with ois an Attic, Ionic and Arcadian 


characteristic. 


3. 66, initial 6 Z. Thessalian, Elean, Cretan, Laconian. 


Thespiae: floAv66aAr0c 1888a,. 


Bee Buck, GD, 82, p. 70. 
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Lebadea: 'Eyné6S6erc 3086. 
Orchomenus : Ent 56aA0c Jeffery, The Local Scripts pp. 95, 
402 no. 17. (from Delphi) 


Thebes: also co, Ger1dc60toc 2733. 


4. F initial and intervocalic frequently. Most dialects ex- 
cept iyaies and Ionic. 

The examples are numerous both for initial and intervocalic 
F and are representative of all cities from which sufficient 


early inscriptions are extant. 


5. Nominative singular in-a beside -ac. A few examples from 
other parts of Northwest Greece. 

Tanagra: Evyttovida 3508, Nacéa I 20. 

Thespiae: KadAéa 1889 , Avoéa III 54. 

Thebes: [Evdlopptba 3738, Orfoa 4124. 

Haliartus: KaddAta 2852. 


Uncertain Origin: Moyéa 3467. 


6. Genitive singular masculine in -~20. Most dialects except 

Attic, Ionic and Arcado-Cyprian. 

Plataea: Topyt6éao 1685. 

Thespiae: Xapvé6ao III 72. 

Thebes: Aptvabao 2427.4 KAv dant Salo] 2427) , Mevvt6ao 
2560. 

Acraephia: MWvul{p]t6a0 VI 17; but also Yupovtéa VI 6. 


Uncertain Origin: [Eb]uActdao 3470. 
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7. Dative singular in au(ae), o1(oe). Most dialects have the 
Qt, Ovdatives; ae and oe are Boeotian characteristics. 
imate tae) 
Tanagra: Feyovoar, I 54, Aaropdtar I 3, Pelee rvonketee 
590, Avoaviae 596 , Mpatyae 600 » HoAvprdbae 602, 
"OxulBae 606. 
Plataea: tie Aguator 16/1. 
Thespiae: ’Odvyet6ar 1880 ( III 74-76), Kaootoptéat III 59. 
AvBtooar 1893. 
Thebes: KdAevola. V 5S. 
Orchomenus: ‘Aptootodtuar 3228 ; Bane brat 3229. 
Uncertain Origin: t&. yuvauxt 3467. 
b)zho. €6c))% 
Tanagra: Kutbrot 579, Avovicoe 550, FHenabd&poe 593 , 
MoAvap&toe 599. 
Plataea: Aapaevétoe 1689. 
Thespiae: Ayovicor 1794. 
Thebes: ’Opodctor 2456, MoAvy&ppot V.IL , tSe KaBipor 3917, 
KaBtpoe 3962. 
Acraephia: tOv meavet 273.1% 
Orchomenus: TOL. Kunaptoocot 3205. 
Uncertain Origin: mpopoé 4249. This inscription was 
found between Argos and Epidauros but was catalogued with the 


Boeotian inscriptions because of the ending -oe. 


8. Eoc(Eroc), ev(eru). Genitive and Dative singular ofnouns 


a +a 
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in-evcg. Cyprian, Lesbian, Thessalian, Elean and Homerté:.- 


Aexaephia,: Mtev.eole)]) 2730. ;eNt6ter 2729nm 2731 , 27323 
b] 


tomopEeL 2733; Mtovert VEAL. 


9. Third plural ending -av instead of -v. Locrian, Arcado- 
Cyprian. 

Plataea: avéOerav 1671. 

Thespiae: dvéGevayv III 60. 

Thebes: advéOcav 2455, dvéderav V 8. 


Acraephia: djvéSbcav VI 6 ey &véOevav VI key Ne NE EA 


> ? 


Orchomenus: aveG8er.av Jeffery, The Local Scripts, p. 402 no. ll. 


10. Consonant doubling in hypocoristies. There are a few 
examples in other dialects but this is mainly a Boeotian 


characteristic. 


o 


Tanagra: ‘’AnbAde 585 III, ; however Eevo 597.is an exception. 
Thespiae: ®vAAo 1953, HvAdo III 50, ---othCAler 1889, , te 


Atunov 1888g,. 


Thebes: ‘Apwotto 4248; Ofe6e V 12; Mévver 2427 Mavvo v 


9) 


31; MtotAde 242755 5 3582; —==0KHO 3724 3--—-=PUAAEL 


»3705; however {6c V7; [KlepiXte 3634 are exceptions. 
Acraephia: Kadd&ppe 2745, Sevvo 2749. 


Haliartus: Karovvo 2853. 


Brechomenus :* KEWGAALG 3230, KUOLAAeS 5236. 


Anthedon: ---oppo “S25 
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11. Names in -ov5ac. Thessalian, Phocian, Megarian, and 


Euboean. 
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Cd 


Tanagra;: Aéoxpovoac Dor Xapovoac 585 IIpy IvV.. 


Thespiae: Nev6ov6ac 1941 3 Ttrovéac 1888b. , ---ovbac 


6 


1888c,,. 


HO = is 
Thebes: “Ayp-yov6ac 2456 ; Aavtovbacg 2457, 3575, 3576 ,3618 ; 


Optgovbac V 13. 


oreNUP ces Attic EvGUGe) Tonic. 


Thespiae: ‘I6v5{txla] 1999. 


Special Boeotian Characteristics 


1. Hypocoristics in -evr. See E 10 supra. 


2. Early change of cr>t. 
See et 
Thespiae: Evuret bac 1915, Herovperpoae rie 


Thebes: ‘'Avdpourclbac V 23. 


b) 


Thebes: "AYFLOVv6éac 2456. 


ayn 


Tanagra: EvuAtbacg 585 IV... 


Thebes: [EUJ]uAtbac 2427 o(Oe v. 7( = Meve—) 


tO 
Coronea: TvarbopibSac 2895. 


Hoo OLG. = 2L 5. (Ol. elsewhere. 


See 7 supra in addition to the following: 
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Acraephia: 


585 i Moépuxolc] I 40 ( 585 Ie); Dacvtde. 605; 


Xoeptroc 585 IV Xoe--- I 46. 


bik 
AdEcoc VI 24. 
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CHAPTER VI 


DIALECT PATTERN WITHIN BOEOTIA 


It is difficult to trace much of a dialect pattern within 
Boeotia since there are an insufficient number of early inscriptions 
from cities throughout Boeotia. The most that can be done is to 
note some local peculiarities. However these local differences can 
only be significant as differences when they are compared to cities 
from which numerous early inscriptions are extant. 

Two of the most marked peculiarities of Boeotia are con- 
fined to separate localities within Boeotia. The first of these 
is the use of the letter - which is characteristic of Thespiae. 
Although there is also one example of -| from Thebes, many more 
would have been expected because of the large number of early in- 
scriptions from Thebes. Furthermore, the epigraphists are un- 
certain on the reading te aaae in 2456.) The second of the 
local peculiarities is the use of ae,oe forar,o, which is 
Re beriettc of Tanagra and Plataea.2 There are, however, also 


? 


. lp. Foucart, BCH III (1879), p. 130 reads ’Anapovéac or 
*Ayapovbace Dittenberger, however, who edited IG VII considers 
that there are many more stones with the letter + which were read 


wrongly as E, I or A. 


2although ae occurs only twice and oe only once at Plataea, 
this is highly significant since there are only seven early inscrip- 
tions from Plataea. Further, there are no examples of at orot in 
these inscriptions. 
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two examples of o€ from Thebes and one example of “€ at Acraephia. 
The two examples from Thebes are insignificant, particularly when 
they are compared with the numerous examples of ot found in the 
same words (i.e. tOt KaBtpou ). The oe from Acraephia is more 
important.” "It may indicate either that ae, o& are characteristic 
of this region as well or that A&écoc was formerly a resident of 
Tanagra or Plataea.? There are, at least, examples of Qt, Ot at 
Acraephia which may favour the second alternative. However, the 
remains from Acraephia are not yet sufficient to justify any con- 
clusion. Because of the large number of early inscriptions from 
Thespiae, the absence of any examples of ac, oe from this city 
further points towards ae, oe being local peculiarities of Tanagra 
and Plataea. 

No such distinction as Buttenveisers found between those 
cities in Boeotia which preserved E before a vowel and those 
cities which changed the E to an I has been found from the mater- 
ial of the early inscriptions. Buttenweiser (whose material is 
third century B.C. and later) found that Plataea, Thespiae, Thisbe 
and Chorsiae preserved E while Tanagra, Thebes, Haliartus, Coronea, 


Lebadea, Orchomenus and Chaeronea changed the E to I. The early 


3This ignores the further possibilty that the stonecutter 


may have made an error. 
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inscriptions, if any conclusions are drawn at all, rather show a 
general change in Boeotia from E to I with EI and -| occupying in- 
termediary stages of this process. 


No other local peculiarities can be drawn from the early 


inscriptions. 


Pan attempt to establish a chronology of the changes was 
made but proved fruitless. 
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CHAPTER VII 


ISOGLOSSES BETWEEN THE DIALECT OF BOEOTIA AND 


OTHER GREEK DIALECTS 


Although the use of a particular alphabet does not indi- 
.cate dialect differences, nevertheless the sharing of various 
letter forms among a few areas may give an indication of which 
dialects are also likely to share linguistic features. The letters 
X and + for X (Chapter V A. 1 supra) as well as + for = (A2) in- 
dicate some Ionic and Doric influence on the Boeotian alphabet. 
Beteary concluded that Boeotia received its alphabet from Euboea 
since the Euboean and Boeotian alphabets resemble each other very 
closely. Since there is only a narrow channel of water separat- 
ing Euboea and Boeotia, mutual influence is Titel 

The most significant isoglosses between Boeotian and other 
Greek dialects will now be examined. There are four Aeolic iso- 
glosses with either or both of the other two Aeolic dialects, 
Lesbian and Thessalian (B 1-3, C 1). There are also four iso- 
glosses with West Greek and Northwest Greek (D 1-4). Thespiae 
provides a notable exception to one of these (D 2) with tepdc in 


two inscriptions rather than Lapoc. This is an Attic-Ionic and 


t yeFFery, The Local Scripts, p. 90. 


2 chapter II supra. 
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Arcado-Cyprian characteristic which cannot be attributed to “ouvnh 
influence at this early datenr There is also one isogloss with 
Clretan (E 2) which provides two interesting exceptions. The first 
is the use of oo rather than tt,while the second is the use of o 
rather than tt. While the former is characteristic of most dia- 
lects, the latter is another isogloss with Attic-Ionic and Arcado- 
Cyprian. These isoglosses together with another important Ionic 
isogloss, the use of (t6@tc_ for evetc (E 12) may support the 
claim for an Ionic substratum in chew The Boeotian dialect 
also has an isogloss with Locrian and Arcado-Cyprian (E 9). The 
many Arcado-Cyprian links may indicate a common unity in early 
times. There is also an isogloss with Thessalian, Phocian, 
Megarean end Euboean (E 11). The link with Phocis, Euboea and 
Thessaly is to be expected since Phocis and Euboea share open 
frontiers with Rocotiaeuhi te the invading Boiotoi came from 
peeetalvic Although Megara shares no open frontier with poeccien 
contact could have been maintained by sea. The majority of the 
other isoglosses are with various Doric dialects, thus reinforcing 


the West Greek characteristics of Boeotian. 


enuck: GDge al Sint 8D 2 


fie must be noted that mutual influence versus independent 
development of the same trends cannot be decided when only a few 
isoglosses exist. 


chapter II supra. 


Schapter III supra. 
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Therefore early Boeotian could be described as basically 
West Greek with a heavy admixture of Aeolic and a few scattered 


isoglosses with the Ionic dialects. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


CONCLUSION 


A historical reconstruction of the early dialect history 
is all but impossible. There are an insufficient number of in- 
scriptions from the western plain to determine whether there are 
any dialect peculiarities within this region. The early inscrip- 
tions from the northern and southern regions of Boeotia are also 
too few to show any local differences. The central basin of 
Boeotia, however, from which most of the early inscriptions come, 
contrary to what had been expected from the topographical survey, 
does not constitute a linguistic unity. Tanagra, Plataea and 
Thespiae at the fringes of the Asopus Valley all exhibit local 
peculiarities which Thebes at the center of the valley does not 
share. These differences, therefore must stem from political 
rather than topographical factors. The differences may in fact 
reflect the conflict between the invading Boiotoi who took Thebes 
as their centre, and the previous Boeotian LANE ao Unfort- 
unately the local differences are not shared with other Greek dia- 
lects and hence it cannot be determined which dialect the previous 
inhabitants spoke. A number of other purely Boeotian characteris- 


tics point further to some degree of Boeotian isolation. However 
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there are a few Attic and Ionic isoglosses which may indicate 

Ionic as a possible substratum, though these isoglosses are too 

few to indicate an Tonic influence in any one area of Boeotia. 
Although there are more Aeolic isoglosses than Ionic, the case for 
an Aeolic substratum in the Boeotian dialect has justly been 
emeticized by R. J. riser It seems very strange that Aeolic would 
develop in areas so remote from each other as Thessaly and Boeotia. 
It is much more likely that Aeolic was introduced by the invaders 
along with the Northwest Greek element. The substratum in Boeotia, 
although possibly Ionic, has been all but obliterated by Northwest 
Greek influence extending into Boeotia at the open Phocean frontier 
as far as the mountainous boundary between Boeotia and Attica. 
Until more early inscriptions are uncovered, no further historical 


inferences short of wild conjecture can be made. 
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APPENDIX B. SOURCES OF THE INSCRIPTIONS OTHER THAN THOSE IN 


CHAPTER IV 


Tanagra: 546-47, 550-51, 579, 585-87, 589-684, 1650, 3501-3512. 
(Total of 117 inscriptions.) 

Plataea: 1670-71, 1685, 1689-1691, 1696. (7 inscriptions.) 

Thespiae: 1792-4, 1873-75, 1877, 1880, 1888-1963. (84 inscrip- 
tions.) 

pnt sve we 2c0eB0EEe 245. 2247, 2251-2253." (Feinscriptrons.) 

pa Nae 2 509, 92502.0) (2 .inscriptions.) 

Chorsiae: (No inscriptions) 

Thebes: 2427, 2452, 2455-57, 2459, 2459a, 2526, 2547-52, 2555- 
O35 2565-80, 2583, 2591, 357523734, 3739-4116, .4115- 
20, 4240 (Ooze nscriptvans., ) | 

Acraephia: 2729-35, 2738-54, 2756, 4163. (26 inscriptions.) 

Copae and Hyettus: (No inscriptions) 

Haliartus:; 2852-53. (2 inscriptions) 

Coronea: 2852-53. (2 inscriptions.) 

Lebadea: 3086, 3112-17, 3148. (8 inscriptions.) 

Orchomenus : 3205, 3225, 3228-38. (13 inscriptions.) 

Chaeronea: 3435-37. (3 inscriptions.) 

Anthedon: 4179-82. (4 inscriptions.) 


Inscriptions of Uncertain Boeotian Origin: 3467-68, 4249. 


(3 inscriptions.) 
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OTHER SOURCES 
danagra: Jeffery, The Local Scripts, pp. 95, 402 no. 12. 
| (found at Olympia). 

Thebes: Ibid. pp. 94, 402 no. 2. (found at Athens). 
Orchomenus: Ibid. pp. 95, 402 no. 11. (found at Olympia); 
Ibid. no. 17. (found at Delphi). 

Uncertain Origin: Ibid. pp. 94, 402 no. 3 a-€. (found at 
Athens); Ibid. p. 94 no. 9, p. 92. (found at 
Delphi); Ibid. pp. 95, 402 no. 22 (found at 


Eretria). 
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